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CHINA IS BANNING PLASTIC BAGS 

 

 

The ban steps into effect is bigger towns by the end of this year, for 
example in Shanghai. (flickr.com, rocor; Shanghai 2005) 
 
China is abandoning  plastic bags to fight for their environmental 
problems. China is also limiting the sale and production of plastic 

products, Yle reports.  

  In practise, China has just abandoned plastic bags in its bigger towns. 
The ban for larger cities steps into effect by the end of this year, and the 
one for smaller towns in 2022. Although China hasn’t banned plastic 
food packages yet. The ban relating to food plastic packages, comes 
into effect in 2025, reports Yle. 

  The ban also pertains to the food industry. For example disposable 

cutlery and plastic straws will be banned by the end of the year. Yle also 
reports that the food industry in China has to limit the use of plastic by 30 
percent. 
  According to the United Nations, a huge amount of plastic has been 
buried into landfills, and ended up in the nature. At an earlier date, the 

Anni



country has already stopped importing plastic waste for example from 

Europe. Disposable plastic products are causing one of the biggest 

environmental problems in the whole world, the United Nations notes. 
 
Bibliography: 
https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-11165 
Image source 
   

   



Sourse : ad.nl 23 june 2019 written by Ingrid de Groot

Market in the Hague  

 
A political party in the Netherlands (D66) banned the use of plastic bags on the 
market of the Hague. 
The reason for this was: that the environment was getting ruined by a quarter of 27 
million plastic bags that were being thrown away in the nature. 
For that reason and because they're trying to change the environment for the better. 
Instead of plastic bags they now use 100% recyclable bio bags. 
so in short it was just a law that was being pushed through by the political party but 
most of the parliament in the Netherlands agreed so it got through. 
 

          
 

Jorn



Josè

The pilot project to return plastic bottles in exchange for discount coupons in 
supermarkets will start in March 2020. The government has over 1665 million euros to 
finance for this project.
”It will no longer start at the beginnig of January as planned. It will take some additional 6
weeks to install and test the machines”. 

The government authorized (Law 69 A/2020) ”the environmental fund to allocate 
the charges related to financing contracts for the execution of the pilot project to test the 
incetive system for the return of non-plastic beverage packaging reusable”.

If the consumers return the plastic bottle, they can receive in exchange discount 
vouchers with values between 2 cents ( in the case of returning bottles between 100 ml 
and up to 0.5 l) and 5 cents ( bottles from more than 0.5 l to 2 l ). The value may be 
revised ”upwards” during the period of operation of this incentive ”with a view to meeting 
the target set in the ordinance that regulates it”, explains the government in the 
ordinance.

He adds that the objective is to
”acquire experience and educate people for
the use and implementation of the future
system of depositing beverage packaging in
plastic, glass and aluminum”. This is one of
the measures implemented by the
government so that portugal can meet the
goal os recycling 50% of the domestic
waste.  

                                                                         
                                                                          picture by Blue Square Thing



 

Woima Corporation 
A Vaasan company that designs and produces modular waste incineration plants. The 
company aims to produce affordable, small sized and quickly constructable incineration 
plants especially to be used in developing countries.   
 

 
As there are wide-spanning economical problems preventing effective waste management in 
developing countries, offering cheap waste processing plants is paramount to getting their 
waste management industry off the ground. The company especially sees an opportunity in 
small island nations, which could use the tiny incineration plants to process plastic from the 
ocean. 
 
The company hasn’t scored any actual construction projects yet, but the CEO is very 
confident in the company’s market potential.  
 
Bibliography: 
 
The company's website 
An Yle article about the company 
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Target’s journey to plastic-free future   

Katri Hänninen

Sources: https://corporate.target.com/article/2019/06/plastics
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/planet 

Since 2010 Target has offered different 
recycling opportunities to their 
costumers. Now they have improved 
that and created a kiosk where the 
costumers can recycle their plastics if 
they don’t want or can’t recycle them at 
home.

In Target’s most of the plastic bags are 
replaced with reusable bags. They’re 
good for the environment and they 
actually look pretty cool and stylish. 
They came up with a plan to gather the 
plastic waste and reuse it in different 
kinds of bags. These bags would be 
reusable also.

”The costumers have been really 
excited about the possibility to 
recycle.” 

Target uses same hangers over and 
over again and when they come to 
the end of their road, they recycle 
them and make new hangers from 
them. This is an innovative way to 
use the plastics again rather than 
throw them into the nature.

Target is trying to find a way out of 
using plastic. They’re searching 
different materials that they could 
replace plastics with. There is no 
material that could replace all plastics 
yet, but most of the companies in the 
USA are trying to advance the situation.



IKEA for recycled and renewable plastics 

Author: Hanna Olsson

Most of the plastics in the world are oil 

based. This means they come from a non-

renewable resource. IKEA are now on their 

way to forever change the way retail uses 

the material. Thus, they are redirecting to 

only use recycled and renewable plastics. 

Today, they are using as much sustainable 

plastics as possible in their products. 

Approximately a third of their plastic 

products are made from recycled or 

renewable plastics. PET, PE and PP are the 

three most common plastics in the products 

of IKEA. All of them follow the strictest 

available legal requirements and safety 

standards. IKEA have detailed 

requirements considering chemicals and 

other substances in the manufacturing 

respecting the needs of health and 

environment. 

“Recycled PET is also used in 

making the KUNGSBACKA 

kitchen cabinet doors.” 

PET (polyethylene terephthalate) is a 

plastic in the polyester family. IKEA uses 

mainly recycled PET. Boxes, fillers, 

textiles, cooking foils and the TROLLBO 

children’s lamp are examples of what it is 

used for. Recycled PET is also used in 

making the KUNGSBACKA kitchen 

cabinet doors. Approximately 25 half litre 

PET-bottles of the 100 billion consumed 

every year around the world are used to 

manufacture one front. A plastic film made 

from the recycled PET are swept around a 

chipboard of recycled wood creating the 

KUNGSBACKA. That is a good 

alternative when only a third of the PET-

bottles are recycled and the rest goes to 

waste or are thrown in oceans or at 

landfills.  

PE (polyethylene) is a thermoplastic 

material. For example, IKEA uses it in 

plastic bags, freezer bags, ice bags and 

coolers. It is normally not made from 

sustainable materials, but IKEA 

manufactures an ice bag made 85 % from 

the sugar cane industry. This is estimated 

to save 75 000 oil drums every year. 

Additionally, IKEA manufacture some 

products made from waste of earlier 

production of PP (polypropylene) goods. 



In 2020 they will also globally remove all 

disposable plastic items from their 

assortment and restaurants. 

IKEA are going globally 

sustainable with an operating 

plan called People & Planet 

Positive. One part of their work 

for a better environment includes 

the issue of plastics. The 

company have taken large steps 

against phasing out virgin fossil 

plastic from the product range 

and are consistently cooperating with 

designers and suppliers to invent new 

products from recycled and renewable 

plastics. 

 

Sources: 

IKEA. ISTAD - Plastpåse av 85% förnybart material. 

IKEA. https://www.umu.se/bibliotek/soka-skriva-

studera/skriva-referenser/oxford-skriva-referenslista/. 

(2020-01-21). 

IKEA. KUNGSBACKA - köksluckor av plastflaskor. 

IKEA. https://www.ikea.com/se/sv/this-is-

ikea/design/kungsbacka-koeksluckor-av-plastflaskor-

pubda9167b9. (2020-01-21). 

IKEA. Plast. IKEA. https://www.ikea.com/se/sv/this-is-

ikea/design/trollbo-lekfull-lampa-av-pet-flaskor-

pub874b8771. (2020-01-21). 

IKEA. TROLLBO - lekfull lampa av PET-flaskor. IKEA. 

https://www.ikea.com/se/sv/this-is-ikea/design/trollbo-

lekfull-lampa-av-pet-flaskor-pub874b8771. (2020-01-

21). 
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How can I reduce my use of plastics or recycle it better?  
 

Do I buy products wrapped in a lot of plastic? Is there a better alternative?  
 
Yes, because figuring it’s bad for the environment even a little plastic is bad because 
there do exist alternatives that aren't bad. 
 
 

 
Are there microplastics in the hygiene products and cosmetics that I use? 

Could I stop using them or replace them with products free from 
microplastics? 

 
My cosmetics don’t have any plastics as ingredients in them. 
 

Do I recycle my plastic waste (plastics packaging material)? 
 

Yes I do. 
 

Do I buy bad quality products made of plastic? Could I replace them with more 
long-lasting products? 

 
Yes and I could because It's better for the environment but sometimes there is no 
better alternative and if there is an alternative usually there is it's really hard to get at 
a local supermarket or store. 
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Do I buy products wrapped in a lot of plastic? Is there a better 
alternative? 

Yes probably. For example, trying to avoid over-packaged vegetables and such would 
probably be a good consumer decision. 

Are there microplastics in the hygiene products and cosmetics that 

I use? Could I stop using them or replace them with products free 
from microplastics? 

Do I recycle my plastic waste (plastic packaging material)? 

Yes, my family tries to recycle all the plastic material we can. 

Do I buy bad quality products made of plastic? Could I replace 
them with more long-lasting products 

Plastic cutlery and plates, shouldn’t buy those. And yes, we could just wash the regular 
plates in stead.  
 



Casper

Do I buy products wrapped in a lot of plastic? is there a better 

alternative? 

yes i buy products that are wrapped in plastic, the alternative is: i think i 
would not buy any vegetables in plastic bags! 
 
Are there microplastics in the hygiene product and cosmetics that i 
use? could i stop using them or replace them with products free 
from microplastics? 

I don´t know if i have any microplastics in the hygiene products and 
cosmetics in my hygiene products, but of course i can stop with using 
them i think 
 
Do I recycle them with plastic waste (plastic packaging material)? 
Yes ,because i don´t throw any plastics in the nature and i put all my 

plastics on the streets 
 
Do I buy bad quality products made of plastics? Could i replace 
them with more long-lasting products? 
I don´t buy plastic that much but if i buy plastic mostly i buy good plastic 
because i have never broke any plastic 



Plastic in the everyday life of Hanna 

Author: Hanna Olsson

I try my best to buy products without 

plastic. For example, I never put my fruit 

or vegetables in plastic bags from the store 

as is normally done in Sweden. When the 

chance is given to choose between buying 

a product in a plastic packaging or in a 

cardboard or glass packaging, I never pick 

the plastic one. Some foods I buy always 

comes in plastic packaging. Mainly it is 

products such as vegan minced meat or 

vegan sausages. Unfortunately, I need to 

buy this food since I do not always have 

the time to cook proper dinner. In the 

future though, I hope I will share the 

responsibility to cook and therefor 

contribute less to the plastic consumption. 

” …always vegan and 

always organic…” 

My hygiene products and cosmetics are 

always vegan and always organic but often 

comes in plastic packaging. Therefor I try 

to buy the largest packaging available, so 

that I do not have to buy it just as often. I 

use shampoo, conditioner, shower gel and 

deodorant from the same brand and series, 

Urtekram Purple Lavender. All these 

products are free from microplastics and 

aluminium according to the CosmEthics 

app. The shampoo and shower gel 

packaging are made from 70 % plant based 

plastic and the conditioner packaging is 

made from 50 % plant based plastic. My 

toothpaste is also from the brand Urtekram 

and comes with the mint fluorine taste. 

This product did not exist in the 

CosmEthics app, however, are all their 

other toothpastes free from microplastics 

and aluminium which means mine 

probably is too. 

“…I always recycle.” 

The plastics I use I always recycle. This is 

done my sorting the garbage before 

throwing it away and then bringing it to 

one of the many recycling stations in 

Nybro. However, all plastics can not be 

recycled. Apart from for example PET-

bottles and plastic packaging other 

products made of plastics are not able to 

recycle. Thus, I do not buy them. I prefer 

buying good quality products made from 

wood, metal or glass instead. Examples of 

this is bamboo toothbrushes and 

hairbrushes together with metal safety 

razors and glass drinking bottles. 
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PERSONAL ANSWERS ABOUT PLASTIC 
 

I buy products wrapped in a lot of plastic, but I actually don’t want to. For 
example salads in stores are wrapped into several pieces of plastic and 
that makes me kind of sad, because companies couldn’t have to wrap 
everything into plastic.  
  I think that researcher are working hard to find other alternatives to 
replace plastic with some other materials. I also think that plastic can be 

and is hard to replace because of its good qualities.  
  When I checked my hygiene products and cosmetics, I noticed that 
there is microplastics in some products, but some are free from them. I 
could check all my products for microplastics and even try to replace 
them with products free from microplastics. If I think that I put plastic on 
my face it doesn’t feel good. I think I could replace at least some of the 

products. 
  What comes to recycling plastic, my whole family recycles plastic, all 
the food plastic packages for example. 
  Usually I don’t buy bad quality products made from plastic because I 
don’t want to buy them again after they have broken in one week after I 
bought them. Still, I could also think that how I can recycle the replacing 
product when I am replacing the plastic products.  

  Answering to the main question; I can reduce my use of plastic by 
checking all my products and replace them with products free from 
microplastics and also clothing free from plastic. It takes money I know, 
but still I want to take care of myself and the nature.  
  Still, it’s hard to change my own behavior because of the human 
nature. We always think about ourselves and our own needs. We come 

first and the nature comes after us. So there is a personal challenge we 
all should take on, not wait for the others to start doing something for this 
worldwide problem.  
                                                             Anni 



My personal use of plastics and the
recycling of them

Katri Hänninen

Few years ago I didn’t pay attention to the 
products I used. These days it is really 
important for me to check the ingredients 
of the products I use and get to know 
where the products come from.

I try to choose vegan products more often 
but there are still a few good products that 
I haven’t changed because I really like 
them. Those products are my hygien 
products like shampoo, conditioner and 
shower cream. Those products still 
contains some microplastics and I hate the 
idea of using them but I haven’t found yet 
products that I could replace them with. 
The only exceptions are my lotions for 
face and body. I don’t know the exact 
reason for that but I just like to use lotions 
which are vegan.

”...where the products come from.”

I enjoy using products that are made in 
Finland because it’s easier to find out what 
they include and who made them etc.

There are still parts of recycling that I 
really need to improve at home. We have 
planned to buy seperate bins for all the 
different kinds of garbage. At this 
moment we only have a bin for mixed 
waste.

I really want to seperate the plastics from 
the other waste because it’s good for the 
environmet.

Last year I made a decision that I’m 
going to stop using those bad quality 
products made of plastic, and I really 
did that. I love to invest to products that 
really last a long time so you don’t have 
to buy new producs every single month 
or more often.

”I love to invest to products that 
really last a long time...”

I did the same thing with my clothes. I 
invest to clothes that really last a long 
time because two years ago I still 
bought jeans which had really bad 
quality. Then one day I just decided that 
I don’t want to do that anymore.



How can i reduce my use of plastics or recycle it better?
-Is very important that each one of us do is part in this problem with lityle things, habits that we 
have at home such not buying things in plastic bags or water in plastic bottle. Other important act is 
everyday separate our own garbage.   

Is there a personal challenge i should take on?
-Yes, i can organize where i live actions like get the beach garbage, or do some participate on the 
city all actions and promove to other people to get this habits.

Do i buy products wrapped in a lot of plastic?
Is there a better alternative?
-It’s true that i still buy some products in plastic, but I’m improving myself in change that habits. I 
try to choose products that has no plastic but sometimes is difficult, but I am choosing less and less 
consume those kind of products.
This takes time because all of us need to change our actions and our way of living. But i believe that
in time people and bussiness work together to get a better world without plastic, poluition and 
others things that prejudice our world. 

Are there microplastics in the hygiene products and cosmetics that i use? Could i stop using 
them or replace them with products free from microplastics?
Yes, probably

Do i recycle my plastic waste (plastic packaging material)?
-Yes, a do my best to recicle as much as i can at home and at school

Do i buy bad quality products made of plastic? Could i replace them with more long-lasting 
products?
-No, i don’t buy, nowadays i do my best to not prejudice my amazing world we’re we all live 

Josè
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